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What is Gambling? 

 Gambling can be defined as any activity ( e.g. a game 
of chance or skill) where an item of value is placed at 
risk in an attempt to gain something of greater value 

 Examples: scratch off ’s, lottery, casinos, sports betting, 
dice, online gambling 

 Media can be a strong influence on why kids, or even 
adults do certain things, such as use tobacco, drink 
alcohol, and even gamble! 



What is Media? 
Media is means of communication, such as 

radio, television, newspapers, magazines, 
social media (Facebook, Twitter), that reach 
or influence people widely. 

 



What is Media Literacy? 

 Media Literacy is being able to access, analyze, 
evaluate and create media messages of all kinds. 

 It is important to be media literate so that you/we 
make decisions based on all the information about a 
product, instead of what is superficially presented to 
us. 



Deconstructing Advertisements 



What do you see? Who is the target audience? What does the advertisement tell 
you about the product? Is the message accurate? Does it contain enough 
information to help you decide if you want to buy the product? (NEXT SLIDE FOR 
ANSWERS!) 

Example # 1 



What do you see? Troll doll in pink/blue/yellow, 4 leaf clover. Key words: luck, 
random, insurance 
Who is the target audience? Kids, those who already gamble, those who believe in 
lucky charms 
What is the message? Good luck charms give you “insurance” or guarantee you will 
win. It can also mean charms give you protection against losing. “Luck” is not 
“random”. 
Is the message accurate? Lucky charms have nothing to do with the outcome of any 
game of chance-winning or losing (especially as it relates to paying for insurance). 



Example # 2 

What do you see? Who is the target audience? What does the advertisement tell 
you about the product? Is the message accurate? Does it contain enough 
information to help you decide if you want to buy the product? (NEXT SLIDE FOR 
ANSWERS!) 



What do you see? Cartoon, ambulance, ice cream truck, happy people, community 
Who is the target audience? Children (ice cream truck, cartoon); Adults who are 
balancing two jobs or need more money 
What is the message? Gambling will make you more money; gambling is easier 
than getting a second job; if you gamble, you won’t need an extra job 
Is the message accurate? Most gamblers DO NOT win in the long run. If that were 
the case, casinos would not make money and be non-existent. A second job comes 
with a guarantee of extra income, gambling comes with no guarantees (even if it is 
the “easier” thing to do because it requires less effort. 



Example # 3 

What do you see? Who is the target audience? 
What does the advertisement tell you about the 
product? Is the message accurate? Does it contain 
enough information to help you decide if you 
want to buy the product? (NEXT SLIDE FOR 
ANSWERS!) 



What do you see? Popeye, cartoon, yellow, red, 
spinach 
Who is the target audience? Children (cartoon and 
colors), seniors (Popeye is an older cartoon). 
What is the message? Gambling is healthy; 
Gambling will make you money ($150,000 to be 
exact) 
Is the message accurate? Gambling can be a social 
activity for some, but for others can develop into a 
gambling addiction- which is not healthy. Addiction 
affects many areas of a persons life, and using 
gambling as an escape with make the impulse to 
gamble stronger. In addition, the majority of people 
who gamble do NOT win. If they do win, it is usually 
for the lesser amount available for winning the game 
(in this case $3 to $5 prizes) NOT actually the grand 
prize of $150,000. 



Conclusion: 



Complete an anonymous survey!!! 
 

Please visit so you can tell us what you think! And yes!: 

You can fill out the survey with your parents! 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/S222J6Y 

 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/S222J6Y


For more information: 
 Please visit: 

http://putnamncadd.org/html/gambling.html 

 For information and referral, or for any questions you 
may have, please call: 845.225.4646 or email 
putnamdfcgrantee@gmail.com 
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